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Amendment to Personal Data Questionnaire originally submitted July 17, 2023

10.  Describe chronologically, since graduation from law school, your legal experience. Please
include a list of all positions held in which you worked in a legal capacity. Describe the
general character of your practice and divide it into periods with dates if'its character changed
over the years. Please also describe the extent to which you were involved with the
administrative and financial management of each of these entities, including management of
trust accounts.

[Replacement Response]

(a) From November 2007 until December 2007, I served as an Assistant Solicitor in the
Eighth Judicial Circuit in the Greenwood office. I managed all aspects of cases,
including case and discovery review, theory development, case strategy, plea
negotiations, guilty pleas, motion hearings, and jury trials.

(b) From January 2008 to August 2008, I served as a Judicial Law Clerk for The (Late)
Honorable Wyatt T. Saunders, Jr., a Circuit Court Judge for the Eighth Judicial
Circuit. Being a judicial law clerk provided invaluable experience in developing
and honing my legal skills.

(c) From August 2008 until June 2010, I served as an Assistant Solicitor in the Eighth
Judicial Circuit in the Greenwood office. I managed all aspects of cases, including
case and discovery review, theory development, case strategy, plea negotiations,
guilty pleas, motion hearings, and jury trials.

(d)  From July 2010 until February 2013, 1 worked as an associate attorney on the
litigation team at McDonald Patrick Poston Hemphill & Roper, LLC. Most of my
practice involved civil litigation matters, including drafting pleadings, engaging in
discovery, preparing motions and memoranda, arguing motions, and trying cases to
juries. A small portion of my practice involved domestic and criminal matters. I
was not involved in the administrative and financial management at this firm.

(e) From March 2013 to the present, I have practiced law in my own firm, Hawthorne
Merrill Law, LLC. As a solo practitioner, I manage all aspects of civil, criminal,
and domestic cases and claims, from intake and case evaluation to resolution. I draft
pleadings, motions, memoranda and orders, engage in discovery, argue motions,
reach settlements through negotiation and mediation, and try cases before juries and
judges. In addition to representing clients through my private practice, I represent
indigent clients in Greenwood County through a contract with the South Carolina
Commission on Indigent Defense and in Abbeville County through a contract with
the Eighth Circuit Public Defender’s office. I occasionally represent clients for
South Carolina Legal Services. I have represented veterans before the Court of
Appeals for Veterans Claims. I am a certified Circuit Court Mediator, and mediate
cases pending in circuit and family courts. I am solely responsible for the
administrative and financial management of the firm, including compliance with
the rule requiring attorneys to maintain monthly trial balances and reconciliations
of client trust accounts.



21.  Have you taught law-related courses or lectured at bar association conferences, educational
institutions, or continuing legal or judicial education programs? If so, briefly describe each
course or lecture.

[Replacement Response]

(q)] On March 10, 2020, I spoke to the Clemson University Prelaw Society about
balancing life, work, and other obligations.

36. Itemize (by amount, type, and date) all expenditures, other than those for travel and room and
board, made by you, or on your behalf in furtherance of your candidacy for the position you
seek. If you have spent over $100, have you reported your expenditures to the House and
Senate Ethics Committees?

[Replacement Response]

October 20, 2023, $36.20, for name badges
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